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originally restricted it, but to all the old slaty rocks of both
Devon and Cornwall, and even expressed an anticipation
that it might be found capable of application on the Con-
tinent. To quote their own words, adopted by Dr. Buck-
land, this was " undoubtedly the greatest change which had
ever been attempted at one time in the classification of
British rocks."l

It was, without question, a most important change in
geological nomenclature, and before long it met with recog-
nition and adoption all over the world, insomuch that the
term " Devonian " came to be as familiar a term as Silurian or
Cambrian had become. And yet we must admit that, though
exceedingly ingenious, it was based rather on what seemed
probable than what had been proved to be the case, Had the
authors simply declared that their Devonian rocks occupied
a place somewhere between the base of the Coal-measures,
or upper part of the Mountain-Limestone and the Silurian
system, their position would have been unassailable. Their
identification, however, of the Devonian slates, limestones,
and sandstones, as the true equivalents of the Old Red
Sandstone of other regions, left out of sight the fact that
a great thickness of Lower Carboniferous rocks was on this
view unrepresented in the south-western counties, and hence
that a portion at least of their Devonian series might really
be Carboniferous, Many years afterwards, as will be told
in a later chapter, this now obvious objection was started
and argued with great vigour and cogency by the late Mr.
Jukes.

So greatly have the rocks in Devon and Cornwall been
disturbed since their formation, that even now, though they
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